van den berghe the sculptor was born Frangois VANDENBERGHE,

in the Eure et Loir region of France. He is strongly influenced

by the twenty seven years he spent in Gabon where he knew
sporting glory, winning several titles in both motorbike and

car racing championships. He was also creator and expedition
leader of the famous Challenge d’Equateur, elected event of the
year in 1986.1t was around this time that he really came into
contact with elephants, van den berghe subsequently returned

to his native country and has dedicated himself since 1995.
Elephants have remained the artist’s favorite subject, his allegorical

narratives being enhanced by a troubling realism.



